Quarterly Sustained Silent Reading Homework
For this quarterly Genre Reflection assignment you will be required to read one “just right” book a quarter (minimum of 150 pages long) from a selection of genres, create a project each quarter, and write a reflection about your reading; however, the expectation is that you’ll continue to read a variety of other books at home. 
The Purpose for This Assignment: 
Regular sustained reading (20 minutes or more at a time) makes you a better reader. Reading carefully and reflecting on what you read and how you read helps you understand your reading more deeply, helps you understand yourself as a reader, and prepares you for high school, college, career and life. 
Additionally, this assignment is designed to help you reach the following Michigan Learning Targets:
Learning Targets:
· I can determine the theme or central idea of a text. 

· I can provide an objective summary of the text.

· I can read and comprehend literature/informational text at the sixth grade level.

For each quarter’s reading assignment, you will choose one book from the selection of genres, and you will choose one of the project ideas on the following pages. A book project idea can be chosen only one time throughout the year. To help you keep track of projects you have already completed, please check off each activity after you have completed it. Attached is a list of all the project ideas and guidelines. There are 15 project ideas and only 4 quarters, so you won’t complete all of them. If you have a new, unique project idea, please share it with Mr. Ginnard before designing your project. Be sure to look at the checklist and rubric on the last pages of this packet before completing your project so you know what is expected. You will be expected to present your project to the class. 
In addition to your project, you will be expected to keep a metacognitive log as you read, which will keep a record of your thinking as you read, and complete and submit a Reflective Letter. Both the metacognitive log and Reflective Letter are explained later in the packet.
On the next page is a list of the selected book genres and due dates. In order to complete the assignments on time, it is essential to plan ahead and manage time wisely. Please see Mr. Ginnard if you have any further questions.
Genre Reflection Assignment Schedule
	 
 Genre
	Selections

 (Choose 4 and place

“✓”)
	Due Date

	memoir, autobiography, personal narrative
	
	

	informational text
	
	

	historical fiction
	
	

	graphic novel
	
	

	book/movie
	
	

	realistic fiction
	
	

	poetry
	
	

	science fiction
	
	


* Assignments and due dates are subject to change.
Reading Project Choices
FOR ANY GENRE
______ Book Review Presentation
You will be presenting an oral book review presentation to your class. Your presentation should last between 3-5 minutes. It should include:
· Title and author of the book

· A rating of 1-5 (5 being the highest) and why you did or did not like the book

· For FICTION books: main characters, setting, problem, theme/message, and at least 3 main events

· For NON-FICTION books: main idea and 5 important details

· You must use PowerPoint, Prezi or a similar presentation tool to present your information

· On a separate sheet of paper (not part of your presentation), write an objective summary of the book.

Remember: A good book review shares interesting details about the book in order to get people interested and want to read it, but it DOES NOT give away the ending. 
______ Newspaper Article
Write a newspaper article that might appear in a local newspaper during the time period of your book. Your article should:
· Be at least 4-5 paragraphs long

· For FICTION books: include the main story elements (main characters, setting, problem, events, solution, theme/message) and should be written with the dialect from your novel

· For NON-FICTION books: include the main idea and at least 5 important details

· Have a catchy title, columns, illustrations

______ Timeline
Create a timeline for the book you read. You need to include:
· The main events in your novel, person’s life (for a biography), or from a historical event (for a non-fiction text)

· At least 10 main events

· 5 of the events need to have small illustrations

· For at least 5 of the events, you need to explain why that event is important

· On a separate sheet of paper, write an objective summary of the book. 

You may type or handwrite your timeline. You may also use the internet to find appropriate illustrations, however, you cannot used scanned illustrations from your novel.
Reading Project Choices
FOR ANY GENRE (continued)
______ Poem or Song
Write a creative poem or song about your novel. Your poem or song should be:
· At least 15 lines long

· For FICTION books: creatively include the main story elements (main characters, setting, problem, events, solution, theme/message)

· For NON-FICTION books: creatively include the main idea and at least 5 important details

· On a separate sheet of paper, write an objective summary of the book. 

______ Book Jacket
Create a new book jacket for your book. The cover should include the title, author and an original illustration. You need information on the inside jackets (front and back folds) as well as the back cover. Be sure to include a:
· Summary

· For FICTION books: include the main characters, setting, problem (do not give away the ending of the book)

· For NON-FICTION books: include the main idea and at least 3 important details

· 3 or more original reviews of the book (NOT copied from the book or from the internet). 

· On a separate sheet of paper, write a full objective summary of the book.

______ Recreate a Chapter in Graphic Novel Format
· You may not use this project for a book that is already in graphic novel format.

· List the book title, author’s name and chapter title.

· Split scenes or parts of scenes into different frames of the comic.

· Draw pictures to represent the characters and setting. It must be clear to the reader who the characters are and when and where the novel takes place.

· Use captions to tell what happens in the chapter as well as speech bubbles for dialogue, thought bubbles for inner dialogue, and sound effects when necessary.

· On a separate sheet of paper, write a short summary of the chapter and explain why you chose this chapter to create in graphic novel format.

A variety of comic book pages with different numbers of frames can be printed at comicbookpages.com. You may also use a program like Comic Life or the website http://www.stripcreator.com/make.php to complete the comic.
FOR ANY GENRE (continued)
______ Commercial/Book Trailer
Create a commercial or a book trailer for the book you read. The goal is to be persuasive and try to get others to read the book. You should give reasons why we would want to read the book. The commercial/trailer should be 2-4 minutes in length. You can create an audio or video file, and it must include the title and author of the book as well as:
· For FICTION: include the main story elements (main characters, setting, problem, theme or lesson). DO NOT give away the ending.

· For NON-FICTION: include the main idea and at least 5 important details.

Some of the programs that can be used to make a commercial/trailer are iMovie or Microsoft MovieMaker. For a podcast you can use GarageBand, VoiceThread, or Audacity. If you know of a better tool please use it.
You need to bring it in on a flash drive or send a link before the due date so we can make sure it works. Be prepared to have this shown to the class.

FICTION OR BIOGRAPHY PROJECTS
______ Imaginary Interview
Write an imaginary interview between you and one of the main characters from the novel (or the person from the biography) you read. Your interview needs to have:
· At least 10 “meaty” questions, which require more than one word/sentence to answer. You will write your questions and the character’s answers.

· An opening and closing to your interview (which is not included in the 10 questions).

· On a separate sheet of paper, write an objective summary of the book.

We should know the problem, main events, and setting of the book, as well as character traits that would describe the person.
______ Letters/Emails
Write letters or emails between you and one of the main characters/subjects from the novel you read. You need to have:
· At least 2 letters/emails from each person (4 letters in total)

· Each letter should be about 3-4 paragraphs in length

· Each letter needs to start with a greeting, end with a complimentary close, and must include at least 2 questions.

· The letters should answer the questions asked in the previous letter.

· The main story elements (main character, setting, problem, events, and solution) should be included in the letters as a whole.

FICTION OR BIOGRAPHY PROJECTS (continued)
______ Graffiti
· Create a poster of “graffiti” depicting symbols from the book or character traits. You need to include at least 5 symbols, the title and the author. Be creative and colorful.

· On a separate sheet of paper, write a paragraph for each symbol explaining how they relate to the book. Be sure to include examples from the book to support your symbols. On a separate sheet of paper, write an objective summary of the book.
______ Scrapbook
Create a scrapbook for a main character from your book. The scrapbook should:
· Be in chronological order

· Depict at least 5 main events from the book

· It can include pictures, letters, postcards, memorabilia, etc.

· For each item, there needs to be a short explanation letting the reader know why the item was included (why it would be important to the character, what does it have to do with the story).

· On a separate sheet of paper, write an objective summary of the book.
FICTION OR NON-FICTION SOCIAL STUDIES PROJECTS
______ Travel Brochure
Create a unique tri-fold travel brochure that advertises the main setting from your novel. Your brochure should include:
· A detailed description of the setting

· Specific things a visitor may see and/or do while visiting (for fiction, this is based on the events in the novel)

· Illustrations that highlight the uniqueness of your setting

· On a separate sheet of paper, write an objective summary of the book.

Remember, you want people to come visit your setting, so be creative!
______ Map with explanation of important places
Draw a map showing where your book takes place.
· Label the map with place names and explanations of why a particular place is important or what important event happened there (from the book)

· You need to have a minimum of 6 locations

· Include map key/legend in addition to labels

· On a separate sheet of paper, write an objective summary of the book.
FICTION ONLY PROJECTS
______ Write Another Chapter for Your Book (or rewrite the ending)
· You should number or title the chapter accordingly (ex: 9-½ if it fits between 9 and 10).

· The chapter should be at least 5 paragraphs long.

· In addition to writing the chapter, you should write an explanation of how this chapter fits in the book and why you chose it. If you chose to rewrite the ending, explain in a separate paragraph why you feel the ending should be rewritten. 

· Try to imitate the style or voice of the author as much as possible so that your chapter fits with the book as seamlessly as possible.

· After reading your chapter, it should be obvious who the most important characters were in the book and what the most important events or problems were.

NON-FICTION ONLY PROJECTS
______ Fact Accordion
1. Fold a 9”x12” piece of construction paper in half hamburger style, cut along the fold.

2. Tape the short ends together creating a longer sheet of paper.

3. Make the accordion book by folding the paper about ⅙ of the way, then take that sixth and fold back. Continue folding back and forth until you reach the other end. You should have 6 total sections.

4. Find 10 important facts in your nonfiction book.

5. On the first section (on the left) write the title and author of your book. Add an illustration related to the topic.

6. On each remaining section, write a fact and an illustration for that fact.

7. When you run out of room, turn over and continue on back. You will have 5 facts on the front, 5 on the back.

8. On the last section on the back, write a conclusion you have arrived at from reading your book. In other words, tell me what the big idea from the book is.

Metacognitive Log
A metacognitive log should be completed every time you read. You can write this information in your notebook, or print out copies of this template and keep them in a folder or binder. This log will help you reflect on yourself as a reader, and it will also help you complete the Reflection Letter, which is required as part of your Genre Reflection assignment. Mr. Ginnard will ask for occasional check ins on your metacognitive log.
Book title: _____________________________________________________________ 


Author: ________________________________   Total Pages in Book: _______
Date: _____________   Page I started on ______ and ended on ______
Minutes I was actively engaged in reading: _______
Observations about how I read:
Observations about how I read this genre:


Book title: _____________________________________________________________ 


Author: _______________________________   Total Pages in Book: _______
Date: _____________   Page I started on ______ and ended on ______
Minutes I was actively engaged in reading: _______
Observations about how I read:
Observations about how I read this genre:
Reflection Letter
To be completed and turned in each quarter with your project.
Along with your assignment, write a letter to your teacher. This letter should be a minimum of half a page long and include the following information:
· Put your name, class hour, and date at the top of the page.

· List the title of the book, author, and genre on the top line. 

· Begin your letter with a greeting, such as “Dear Mr. Ginnard…”
· End your letter with a complimentary close such as, “Sincerely,” or “Regards,”.

· Sign your name under your salutation.

Answer the following questions in your letter:
· What have you noticed about yourself as a reader this quarter?

· How has your experience been reading this genre compared to reading other genres? 

· What, if anything, is surprising to you?

· If you’ve read this genre before, how does this book compare with other books you have read in this genre?

· Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why or why not?

· Would you read this genre again? Why or why not?

· If you would read this genre again, what might you do differently?

Student Name: _______________________    Class Hour: ________   Date: ________
Checklist for Genre Reflection
Include this document with your genre reflection when you turn it in.
Book Title: ___________________________________________________________
	My signature indicating that 
I read and finished this book.
	

	
	Student Self Check
Check ✔ if done, 
and/or include comments.
	Teacher Feedback

	The book I read was in the correct genre, it was “just right” for my reading ability, and it was a minimum of 150 pages 
in length.
	
	

	I completed a metacognitive 
log as I read.
	
	

	After finishing the book, I wrote a Reflection Letter based on my metacognitive log, and I answered all the required questions that applied to my reading.
	,
	

	I completed my chosen project (not repeating a project idea I’ve used before) and included all the required elements for the project.
	
	

	I typed the written parts of the assignment or wrote them neatly in ink.
	
	

	I checked all parts of the assignment to make sure grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation were correct. 
	
	

	I put my name on all the required elements (Reflection Letter, project, this checklist) and submitted them together on the due date.
	
	


Name____________________ Hour___
Grading Rubric
· I can determine the theme or central idea of a text. 

· I can provide an objective summary of the text.

· I can read and comprehend literature/informational text at the sixth grade level.

· I can reflect upon and write about my reading preferences, habits, strengths, weaknesses, and attitudes.

	Level 4 - Got It

	The reader read and completed a book at the sixth-grade level. The completed assignment demonstrates the reader’s comprehension of the novel as well as an understanding of the theme or central idea of the text. The assignment includes an objective summary of the text or a similar task. It also includes a reflection letter which demonstrates the reader’s ability to reflect upon his/her reading preferences and processes.

	Level 3 - Almost There

	The reader read a book close to the sixth-grade level, or read the majority of a book at the sixth-grade level. The completed assignment demonstrates comprehension of the novel, but understanding of the theme or central idea of the text is limited or incomplete. The assignment includes a summary of the text or similar task, but the summary is not complete or the reader included his/her opinion. The reader included reflection letter, but it does not fully demonstrates the reader’s ability to reflect upon his/her reading preferences and processes.

	Level 2 - Moving in the Right Direction

	The reader read about 50% of the novel or completed a book below the sixth-grade level. The reader completed about 50% of the required elements for the project. The assignment does not demonstrate full comprehension of the novel, nor does it demonstrate full understanding of the theme or central idea of the text. The summary does not include enough details to adequately summarize the text and/or the reflection letter does not adequately demonstrate the reader’s ability to reflect upon his/her reading preferences and processes.

	Level 1 - Just Getting Started

	The reader has only read a small portion of the book or has completed a book far below the sixth-grade level. The reader has completed only a small portion of the required elements for this assignment. The reader has not demonstrated comprehension of the novel or an understanding of its theme or central idea. The summary and/or Reflection Letter were not included.


