Language Arts 8       Guidelines for Success           Mr. Ginnard
Course Objectives

The purpose of this course is to help you become better readers, writers, and critical thinkers. We will focus on the development and improvement of writing skills and on the reading, analyzing, and appreciation of literature as it relates to our own lives. Standard English grammar, vocabulary, and spelling will also be studied. Throughout the semester we will read novels, short stories, poetry, and non-fiction. In addition to course texts, there will be many other materials passed out during class.
Writing
Writing is an extremely crucial part of a student’s development not only in ELA, but in all other subject areas as well. You will work a great deal in this regard. Throughout this course, you will improve your writing skills through the following: writer’s workshop, informal “free” writing prompts (i.e. “do-nows”), formal essays and writing projects, reading responses and class notes, vocabulary, and grammar.
Reading
Like writing, reading is essential to develop a well-rounded student. You will read regularly in this class, both on your own and as a class. It is extremely important that you keep up with your reading so that you can participate in classroom discussions and writings. Short quizzes may or may not be announced ahead of time and will be used to make sure you’re keeping up. Tests and/or papers will follow most units and will always be announced at least a week ahead of time. We will read multiple novels this year including, but not limited to, Chains, The Outsiders, and The Giver. We will also read various short stories, poetry, and plays throughout the year. Specifically, we will focus on genres of historical fiction, realistic fiction, and science fiction among others depending on time.
Students will also read books of their choosing throughout the year for Sustained Silent Reading (SSR) and during any down time we may have. Students are to have their SSR book every single day in every class. Always. Expectations for SSR will be discussed further in the coming weeks.

Grading
The grading system I use is based on points but is weighted by category. The breakdown for your grade is as follows:

Tests, final papers, projects, and presentations = 50%

Homework, quizzes, and classwork = 20%

Vocabulary, grammar, and composition notebook = 15%
Successful Student Strategies = 15%
A couple notes on this system: The first category is weighted so heavily because the ultimate goal of this course is to measure how much of the material students have learned over the course of any given unit. The final assignment, such as a test or paper, is intended to be the truest measure of that knowledge. A student may be an exceptionally hard worker and do well on daily assignments, but if that student does not show mastery of the topic and objectives at hand, this will affect the grade more than the other categories because, ideally, a grade reflects mastery, not effort.

Because students are still in the early stages of their learning careers, hard work and daily effort should still be taken into account to encourage good work ethic and study habits and to promote growth. That is why the second category is weighted as it is. Students should be given ample incentive to stay on top of daily assignments and homework.

The third category, Successful Student Strategies, is where I like to weight all other aspects of student learning. This category includes things such as coming to class prepared with necessary materials, putting forth effort during discussion and group work, turning assignments in on time and complete, respecting themselves, each other, and their teacher, using their planner daily, etc. (please refer to my classroom rules and procedures sheet). This category allows for me to give credit for having behavior of successful students without putting that weight on assignments. This means that I accept late work. I will not mark an assignment down for being turned in late because the lowered grade would imply that assignment was some how worse for being turned in later. Although the assignment itself will not be marked down, the student will lose points from their SSS grade because this is not the behavior of a successful student. Extensions will be granted at my discretion if the student approaches me ahead of time. Late work must be turned in within the unit it was assigned or it will remain a “0.”
Because mastery is the ultimate goal, I allow students to make revisions on homework and classwork for partial credit back. Revisions must be made within the unit of the assignment. Each assignment may only be revised once. Revisions for final projects will be allowed. This separate process will be explained after our first unit final.

Accountability 
Homework

You should expect to have homework most nights, from reading to short writing to vocabulary work. With that being said, I try to give you in-class time to begin and even finish HW when time is used appropriately and efficiently. All assignments should be completed in order for you to succeed. All HW and assignments are expected on the date they are due. All deadlines of major assignments will be announced at least a week in advance, more often two weeks in advance. If a student has an excused absence, work must be turned in by the end of the corresponding number of days absent. Missing assignments will be marked as a “0” in PowerSchool until turned in.

*You will receive ONE copy of handouts in class. If you lose yours, there will be extras in the classroom, but once those extras are gone you are solely responsible for copying a peer’s or getting it from my website.

Classwork

When you miss a class, you will usually miss work that you have to make up. It is the student’s responsibility to make up missed work. That means when you are absent, it is YOUR job to come see me about what you missed. As a rule, students may not make up missed work during class time because you may then get further behind in the class activities. Participation in class is very important. You participate by contributing to our discussions by listening to others and not interrupting and by working together with classmates. All students are welcome to come make up work during lunch, advisory, or after school. Please refer to my side classroom chalkboard for before and after school availability and set up an appointment!:)

Extra time

Students learn at different paces, and sometimes that means a little extra help and time is needed with the teacher. That’s ok! I’m more than willing and happy to meet outside of class time with students or parents to discuss or work on anything class related. During the fall and winter, I am typically available before class at 7, after class until 3:30 or by appointment in room 322. If you would like to contact me about ANYTHING, please do not hesitate to contact me. My email address is ginnard@aaps.k12.mi.us or call at 734-994-2007 x34458.
Absences

Missing class is inevitable sometimes, whether planned or unexpected. If a student misses class, he or she will be responsible for making up any missed work. As per the school absence policy, however many class periods are missed is how many that student will receive to make up missed work. Please take down the home phone number of another student or two in class to check in with before coming to me regarding what went on in class. Students may also refer to the weekly agenda chalkboard I have at the front of the class. When an absence is planned, I will try to accommodate by having work for the student ahead of time, but this should not be an expectation. In the world of teaching, sometimes it is hard to have work ahead of time because things change on a daily basis. I will happily work with students upon return to catch them up. 
Conan O’Brien once said, “Work hard, be kind, and amazing things will happen.” If you can follow this motto to the best of your abilities, you will succeed both in my class and in life. I ask that you please just give 100% of yourself every day, even if tomorrow’s 100% is a little less than today’s, and that you be kind and respectful to EVERYONE. I cannot express how excited I am to work with you this year! Best of luck!

- Mr. Andrew Ginnard (or Mr. G ()

