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The Outsiders Reading Questions

Chapter 5


Please answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper in COMPLETE SENTENCES. Please number your responses and include “Chapter 5” at the top of your paper.

1. On page 71, Pony realizes that Johnny wants to cut their hair to avoid being caught. Why is this such a big deal to Pony? How does this relate to developing themes of identity in the novel?

2. Pony talks about how “Dally was so real he scared [him].” What does this tell us about Ponyboy’s character? How is Pony different from the rest of the gang?


3. In at least 7 sentences, analyze Robert Frost’s poem “Nothing Gold Can Stay” in how it relates to developing themes of the novel. Provide specific examples of where you see this relating.


4. How do you predict that the spy will help the greasers? Why?
