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The Outsiders Reading Questions

Chapter 8


Please answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper in COMPLETE SENTENCES. Please number your responses and include “Chapter 8” at the top of your paper.

1. As Johnny lies in the hospital bed, Pony says, “The truth of that last statement hit me. We couldn’t get along without him. We needed Johnny as much as he needed the gang. And for the same reasons” (121). Respond to the following questions in relation to this quote in at least 5 sentences each.

a. Why does Johnny need the gang?

b. Why does the gang need Johnny?

c. How does this need for each other compare with Johnny’s and the gang’s need for their own families?

2. We continue to see references to the sunset in The Outsiders. What is the author telling us through these references? How does this relate to any of the themes you have seen develop over the novel?
