Language Arts 6/8    Classroom Rules/Procedures     Mr. Ginnard
Classroom Rules (These are set to help you enjoy your time here as well as succeed. Please take these seriously. Infractions will affect your SSS grade.)
1. Be kind. This is the first lesson you should learn as a citizen of planet Earth. Be nice to everybody. No one likes a bully.
2. Work hard. I expect you to give 100% of yourself everyday. Some days that will be less than other days and that’s ok. Bring the best you that you can offer that day.
3. Respect yourself. Don’t get down on yourself or waste your time (or mine) by giving anything less than your best effort. You are an outstanding young individual – act like it.
4. Be respectful of everyone (your teacher, classmates, adults [especially your parents], guests, and yes, even bullies). You can still be respectful even if you do not respect someone. Please act accordingly.
5. Be in your seat and ready to work ON TIME! :) (Yes this means by the bell.)
6. Bring all materials to class. Every day. Always. Please refer to the small whiteboard outside my door before coming into the classroom. I will send you back to your locker if need be and mark you tardy (this means assignments as well). Fortune favors the prepared.
7. All general school rules apply – including no backpacks in the classroom and the school dress code.
8. Have fun and make some friends along the way! This class isn’t just about reading and writing, it’s about you growing as a person. Talk to new people, try new things, and don’t forget to smile once in a while.
Classroom Procedures (These are guidelines to help you and are designed to help avoid confusion about how we will operate in the classroom and help you succeed. Once in place, class will run smoothly.)
1. Beginning the class period:
I expect you to be in the room, in your seat, when class starts or you will be marked tardy. We have limited enough class time as it is; we do not want it wasted with you being in the hall at the bell. Three tardies will become an unexcused absence and the school’s overall policy regarding consequences will be upheld. When you come into the room, please refer to the front board for start-of-class assignments; most days, this will be a “do-now” writing prompt for your composition notebook. You also need to check the daily agenda and write it as well as assigned homework into your planner every day. I will check this randomly for points for your SSS grade.

2. Quieting down/giving attention to the teacher:
When I need the class’s attention, I will raise my hand and count down from 5. The room should be silent after I call out “one.” This allows for you to quickly finish whatever thought or discussion you are having with your peers before moving on. Failing to quiet down efficiently wastes class time and affects everybody in the room. Failure to follow this request multiple times will affect your SSS grade.


3. For students seeking help:
There is no need to interrupt the entire class’s learning and work by talking out of turn to get my attention. Please raise your hand or approach me wherever I am in the room. Do NOT yell my name across the room and disturb others. While you are waiting for me to assist you, please continue to work the best you can. Talking out of turn during class discussion is rude and unacceptable; please raise your hand and we will hear your thoughts, questions, or concerns. (There will be times during the year where we practice how to have a group discussion without raising our hands for everything we want to say or ask, but I will let you know when that time comes!)


4. Classroom passes:
Please try to take care of personal business during passing time (drinks, bathroom, locker, etc.). I am not a teacher who will tell you you cannot go to the bathroom during class – that’s just cruel; HOWEVER, I do have a few requests: no passes will be given the first or last ten minutes of class, do not interrupt instruction or discussion to leave (unless it is an emergency), and do not ask to use the restroom just because you are bored. I’m a teacher. I know when you don’t really have to go. If you need to go to your locker for materials you forgot, please refer to my tardy policy. To avoid abuse of hall passes, I will only allow 5 per quarter (getting called to the office will not count against you!. Please use them wisely. 

5. Turning in work:
Homework is due at the beginning of the class hour unless indicated otherwise. There will be labeled bins for each class period on the table near the door. Composition notebooks will be turned into the large labeled bins at the front of the room. These are to remain in the classroom unless instructed to take them home. Large projects will be turned in on the front circular table. You are solely responsible for turning in papers to the appropriate place; if you hand them to me during class or place them on my desk, they may very easily get misplaced or lost. I am VERY diligent about collecting and grading work; the “I didn’t know” or “You lost it” excuses will not fly here. Be sure to check my no-name bins if you think something has gotten lost. Due date reminders will be listed on the weekly agenda chalkboard. If you turn something in late, please just tell me that you have placed it in the appropriate bin.

6. Supplies:
Please respect classroom materials; everybody uses them and we need to make them last as long as possible! Lined and blank paper is available in the front table near the door. Other supplies (markers, rulers, scissors, etc.) will be located in the drawers under the front table. Please keep these organized and neat or these supplies may become off limits to the entire class. I will loan pencils on request for temporary use in exchange for your planner.

7. Dismissal:
If the bell marks you tardy, the bell says when you can leave; HOWEVER, I will make changes to this policy daily on an at-need basis provided the following: class time has not been wasted with multiple interruptions, you do not pack up early, you let me finish any quick thoughts or reminders, the room is left completely in order, you do not line up at the door, and you are quiet and respectful as you leave. If these basic courtesies are not met to the class standard, the class will be held after the bell as needed to finish class.
