The Outsiders Study Guide
Below are 4 possible essay topics that could show up on your exam. Only 3 of these topics will actually appear on the exam. When taking the exam, you will choose 2 topics to respond to. 

(If you prepare answers to your 3 favorite topics listed here, you are guaranteed to have a response ready for the required 2 you have to answer. Basically, don’t spend time preparing notes for the essay topic you find the most difficult.)

1. What would you argue is S.E. Hinton’s intended theme of The Outsiders? (Remember, a theme is a message about how someone should live their life. “Friendship” is not a theme, but “always stick up for your friends in tough times” is.)

a. Be able to defend why you think this with at least 3 strong quotes and explanation.

b. Think about why the book is titled The Outsiders.


2. Analyze the importance of Robert Frost’s poem “Nothing Gold Can Stay” and the significance of Johnny telling Pony, “Stay gold, Ponyboy. Stay gold” (148).

a. What does the poem literally say?

b. What is the poem saying metaphorically?

c. How does this relate to Johnny’s quote? What message is the author sending the reader?


3. Discuss the role that the gangs play in the boys’ lives. Why do the boys need a gang? What does a gang provide that they aren’t already getting?

a. Does this apply to both Greasers AND Socs?

b. Be able to defend why you think this with at least 3 strong quotes and explanation.



4. On page 35, Cherry Valence says, “Things are rough all over.” Is Cherry correct in making this assertion? Do the Socs really have it that bad? Argue whether or not Cherry’s statement is valid using at least 3 quotes from the novel.

